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Cost of Living Study 
finds that you need 
$155 a day per couple 

A localized analysis of 
available online data shows 
it costs an average $4,710 
per month, or about $155 a 
day, for a married couple to 
live a normal homeowner 
lifestyle in Crittenden 
County. 

That total covers a modest mort-
gage, utilities, two vehicles, gro-
ceries, health insurance and other 
basics. Housing is the largest ex-
pense at about $1,150 a month, 
followed by $850 for transporta-
tion, $850 for food and $800 for 
health insurance and medical 
costs. Utilities average around 
$560, with another $500 com-
bined for personal and miscella-
neous spending. 

Altogether, that adds up to 
roughly $56,500 a year, or $78 
per person per day, which aligns 
closely with regional estimates for 
a comfortable small-town 
lifestyle. Couples living in a mort-
gage-free home could expect to 
spend $700 to $900 less per 
month, depending on mainte-
nance, fuel prices and healthcare 
coverage.  

List of election filings 
Crittenden County candidate fil-

ings to date include Perry New-
com, judge-executive; Nathan 
Ratley, judge-exec-
utive; Bart Frazer, 
county attorney; 
Chad Nelson, county 
attorney; Daryl 
Tabor, county clerk; 
Evan Head, sheriff; 
Ray Agent, sheriff; Todd Perry-
man, PVA; Robbie Kirk, jailer; Brad 
Gilbert, coroner; Danny Fowler, 
1st District magistrate; Rob Ho-
rack, 1st District magistrate; Matt 
Grimes, 2nd District magistrate; 
Robert Kirby, 3rd District magis-
trate; Paul Beard, 3rd District con-
stable; and Brennan Cruce, 5th 
District magistrate. All are Repub-
lican candidates. Also noteworthy 
is that the state released its list of 
qualified PVA candidates, and no 
new challengers appear on the list 
from Crittenden or Livingston 
counties. PVA candidates must 
pass an exam before they can 
qualify to seek office. 

 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
• Crittenden County Fiscal 

Court will meet at 8:30 a.m., 
Thursday, Nov. 20 at the county 
office complex. 

• Crittenden County Public Li-
brary Board will meet at 5 p.m., 
Thursday, Nov. 20 at the library. 
Friends of the Library meet after-
wards at 6 p.m. 

• Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, Nov. 20 at its of-
fice on East Bellville Street. 

• Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will meet at 4 p.m., Mon-
day, Nov. 24 at Deer Lakes meet-
ing room. 

• Caldwell County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 9 a.m., Tuesday, Nov. 
25 at the courthouse. 

• Livingston Fiscal Court will 
meet at 5 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 25 
at the county office complex in 
Smithland. 

 

Keying’s 
newest 
variation  

 
We didn’t have internet or 

smartphones when I was 
growing up. Thank God! 

Had we been tethered to 
technology as folks are today, 
I genuinely believe our genera-
tion would have struggled 
with some of the same issues 
that plague us now. When we 
were upset with 
someone, maybe a 
buddy or a girl-
friend, the hurtful 
messages were 
written with a fin-
ger through dirt on 
the exterior of a 
car. If you wanted 
to call them a 
derogatory name, 
you’d scrawl it on 
the trunk or driver’s-side 
door. Then, at some point, a 
key was introduced, and that 
took this messaging to a 
whole new level – one that vio-
lated not only the Golden 
Rule, but criminal laws as 
well. 

Nowadays, wars of words 
are waged over digital plat-
forms. Even adults are lower-
ing themselves into childish 
campaigns, and there appear 
to be no repercussions. You 
can’t hold the messenger re-
sponsible because Meta is a 
cold, distant contributor to 
the matter. Its community 
standards, I am sorry to at-
test, have a much higher bar 
than most of humanity. 

I came to Marion in 1986 
with modest expectations. 
Truth be told, as a recent col-
lege grad with grand journal-
istic aspirations, I didn’t know 
whether this tiny hamlet at 
the crossroads of farm fields 
and front porches would ever 
feel like home. But after leav-
ing for a time, I found myself 
drawn back, not by big prom-
ises or bright lights, but by 
the quiet things that matter 
most. Marion was homey. 
Family-centered. God-fearing. 
Safe. Hospitable. Loving. 
Everyone knew everybody. It 
was the kind of place where 
folks waved when they passed 
you on the street and as-
sumed the best about their 
neighbors. No one used blink-
ers because everyone behind 
them knew which driveway 
they’d turn into. 

But over the past 12 
months, something has 
shifted. And we all know it – 
at least those with a smart-
phone. 

Social media – a great tool 
for sharing birthdays, con-
gratulating ball teams and 
checking on old friends – has 
become a cesspool. Not just a 
place for disagreement, but a 
place where human dignity 
has been trampled again and 
again. The level of vitriol being 
posted by anonymous groups 
or individuals hiding behind 
silly pseudonyms is some- 
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EVANS
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About Town

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Fiscal Court will 

be receiving formal bids Thursday 
morning for its ambulance service con-
tract, and ComCare President Jim 
Duke says the provider wants to re-
main here – but must secure enough 
funding to eliminate a net loss for the 
company. 

The county’s current five-year agree-
ment with ComCare expires Dec. 31. 
Judge-Executive Perry Newcom told 
magistrates during a special-called 
meeting earlier this month that Com-

Care exercised its right to terminate the 
existing agreement with the county, 
prompting the fiscal court to advertise 
for bids to provide emergency manage-
ment services here. 

“We are not looking for an exit from 
Crittenden County,” Duke told The 
Press late last week. “We will absolutely 
provide an option for the court. The 
only way we won’t be running the serv-
ice starting in January is if the county 
gets a better option from somebody  
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Current EMS provider figuring to 
be competitive in new bid process

School Safety Audit 
Crittenden County School District hosted a safety audit Friday by the Kentucky Center 
for School Safety. A team of safety specialists surveyed campuses and met with students 
and parents to discuss safety concerns. The consultants provided a preliminary report 
Friday following the walk-through and interviews, and CCHS Principal Josh Cook is work-
ing with district leadership to make needed changes. The district will receive a full report 
in less than a month. Pictured are students meeting with a safety auditor. They are, clock-
wise from left, Brianna Walker, Taylor Davis (obscured), Logan Shaffer, Levi Quertermous 
and Alivia Caudill. The school district continues to work toward improved safety at its 
campuses. Last week, there was a meeting among first responders to begin developing 
a reunification plan in case students ever need to be evacuated from schools. Addition-
ally, the new campuswide Centegix security system is ready to use and staff have been 
trained to use the high-tech system.

STAFF REPORT 
Small Business Saturday 

will kick off early on Satur-
day, Nov. 29 in Marion with 
the Crittenden County 
Chamber of Commerce giv-
ing away 100 gift bags start-
ing at 8 a.m., at H&H Home 
and Hardware.  

It’s one of the Chamber’s 
most popular events of the 
holiday season. 

Chamber President Re-
becca Woodall said each 
bag will include a mix of 
coupons, small gifts and gift 
cards from local merchants, 
though no two bags are 
identical. A mystery prize – 
traditionally a larger cash or 
gift item – will also be part 
of this year’s promotion, she 
said. 

The giveaway is limited to 
adults, one bag per person, 
and Woodall said shoppers 
should arrive early.  

“They go within 30 min-
utes,” she said.  

The bags are provided by 
Edward Jones. 

Local businesses that 
want to include items in the 
bags can drop them off at 

H&H or contact a chamber 
board member. Woodall 
said the goal is to encourage 
residents to shop local on 
the Saturday after Thanks-
giving. 

The Chamber will host a 
Lunch-and-Learn event 
Dec. 4 featuring Family 
Court Judge Brandi Rogers, 
with a program centered on 
how family stability influ-
ences local economic 
strength. 

Woodall said the event 
will highlight the connection 
between strong families and 
strong communities. 

“In a sense it’s an eco-
nomic development topic, 
but we also pull in the im- 
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Chamber gearing up for holidays 

Commerce, seasonal cheer part of plan

Trouble befalls 
leaf collection 
  Marion’s chronically troubled leaf-collection 
equipment is on the fritz again, and as al-
ways, it has come at the worst time. City of-
ficials say a pump on the leaf-gathering 
device is shot, and it’s uncertain how long it 
will take to repair or replace it. Efforts have 
begun in earnest, but meanwhile, Mayor 
D’Anna Browning urges patience and en-
courages residents to bag or mulch their 
leaves. Burning leaves is prohibited by state 
law during daylight hours from 6 a.m. to 6 
p.m. through Dec. 15. The debris dump on 
Bridwell Loop is still under a shutdown order 
by the state’s environmental department.

n City decides on temporary 
rehire of former administrator 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Marion leaders on Monday 
chose two familiar names to fill 
temporary posts within city 
government. Local entertainer 
Cutter Singleton, 19, was se-
lected to fill an unexpired term 
on the city council, and former 
city administrator Adam Led-
ford was hired to return on an 
interim basis. 

Both moves split votes on the 
city council, with each selection 
gaining approval on a narrow 

3-2 margin. 
The council 

post had been 
left vacant fol-
lowing the resig-
nation of Nikki 
Conger-Meeks in 
late October. 
Singleton be-
comes the youngest ever Mar-
ion councilman and perhaps 
the third-youngest to serve as a 
city council member in Ken-
tucky. Although official records 
are not kept on the matter, it  
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Familar faces are joining Marion cast

Ledford

Marion Mayor D’Anna 
Browning swears in 
Cutter Singleton.
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Deaths
Hart

Alice Elizabeth Green-
wood, 96, of Marion and 
formerly of Chicago, Ill., 
died Thursday, Nov. 13, 
2025 at her 
home. She 
was born 
Aug. 29, 
1929, in Chi-
cago to the 
late Clyde 
A d k i n s o n 
and Gladys 
Tearman Corey. She was 
of the Catholic faith.

Surviving are her 
daughter, Marlene 
Cinquegrani; two sons, 
Sal Tuzzolino and Mi-
chael Tuzzolino; nu-
merous grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and 
great-great-grandchil-
dren; several nieces and 
nephews.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded 
in death by her son, Cyril 
Tuzzolino; grandchildren, 
Michelle and Peter Tuz-
zolino; brothers, Kenny, 
Harold, and Gene; sis-
ters, Francis and Jack-
ie; husband, Leo “Lee” 
Greenwood.

Graveside services are 
at 1 p.m., Friday, Nov. 21 
at Queen of Heaven Cem-
etery in Hillside, Ill.

Gilbert Funeral Home 
is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Lawless
Shelby Lawless, 84, 

died Saturday, Nov. 15, 
2025 at Parkview Nurs-
ing and Rehabilitation 

Center in Paducah.
Surviving are three 

daughters, Brenda Camp-
bell of Ledbetter, Angelia 
(Sonia Marr) Lawless of 
Bowling Green and Alicia 
(Barry) Carter of Kevil; a 
son, James Lawless of 
Ledbetter; 6 grandchil-
dren, Lindsey Gardner, 
Daykota Campbell, Caleb 
Gardner, Will Carter, Jon 
Carter and Gabriel Law-
less; and 5 great-grand-
children, Emilee Tinsley, 
Hunter Carter, Blake 
Carter, Cheyanne Carter 
and Rylee Carter.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Robert Lawless; two 
brothers, Glenn Myrick 
and James “Markey” 
Myrick, a brother-in-law, 
Randy Campbell; and her 
parents, Lonnie and Vel-
ma (Perrin) Myrick.

Graveside services were 
Wednesday, Nov. 19 at 
Bethel Cemetery.

Boyd Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Services 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Baxter
Brandy DaNise Baxter, 

48 of Marion, died Fri-
day, Nov. 14, 2025 at her 
home.

She was a 
former em-
ployee of 
Liberty Fuels 
and a home-
maker. She 
enjoyed gar-
dening in her 
spare time.

Surviving are her hus-
band, Chuck McKinley; 
a sister, Shawn Baxter 

of Providence; and her 
parents, Jack and Janet 
Ware Baxter.

A memorial service will 
be held at a later date.

Myers Funeral Home 
is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Woodward
Tommy Woodward, 

81 of Marion, died Mon-
day, Nov. 17, 2025 at his 
home.

He was a 
retired coal 
miner from 
Pyro Mining 
C o m p a n y 
and attend-
ed Ambas-
sadors for 
Christ Church. He was a 
member of Salem Mason-
ic Lodge #81 F & AM. 

Surviving are his wife 
of 52 years, Judy Wood-
ward; four children, Tracy 
Beeson, Danny (Michelle) 
Wesmolan, Daphenia 
(Kenny) Downs, Thomas 
(T-Tom) Woodward; 14 
grandchildren and 34 
great-grandchildren; one 
great great grandchild; a 
sister, Dorothy Fox; two 
brothers, Charlie Wood-
ward and Bobby Wood-
ward; and several nieces 
and nephews.

He was  preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Werdie and Johnnie 
Woodward; and his in-
laws, Forest and Ilene 
Jones.

Funeral services were 
Wednesday, Nov. 19 at 
Myers Funeral Home. 
Burial was in Whites 
Chapel Cemetery.

Myers Funeral Home 

was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Walker
Benny W. Walker, 81, 

died Monday, Nov. 17, 
2025 at his home in Til-
ine.

He was a Vietnam era 
veteran having served in 
the U.S. Army as a car-
penter. He was a retired 
truck driver.

Walker is survived by 
a daughter, Christy R. 
(Rob) Davidson; seven 
grandchildren; and 10 
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in 
death by a daughter, 
Tammy Gail Patterson; 
a brother, Howard E. 
Walker; and his parents, 
James E. and Christine 
Rhea Walker.

Graveside services are 
at 1 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 
20 at Oak Grove Ceme-
tery with Bro. Jake Da-
vidson of昀ciating. Burial 
will follow. There will be 
no visitation.  Boyd Fu-
neral Directors was in 
charge of arrangements.

Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s meetings in this free, 
weekly community calendar. 

Thursday, Nov. 20
• Line dancing will begin at 9:30 a.m. at the Crittenden County 
Senior Center.
• Crittenden County Public Library  Board meeting will start at 
5 p.m. at the Library.
• Friends of the Crittenden County Public Library meets at 6 
p.m. in the Library.
Friday, Nov. 21
• Crittenden County Food Bank will have distribution from 8 
a.m.-noon at 402 N. Walker St., Marion.
Saturday, Nov. 22
• Livingston County PACS will be having a toy drive for its 
Christmas Miracle Project 2025 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. at the 
Family Dollar Store in Salem. For more information contact 
Livingston County PACS of昀ce at (270) 928-2827.
Tuesday, Nov. 25
• Hooks and Needles meet at noon at the Crittenden County 
Public Library.
Wednesday, Nov. 26
• Walk in the Park will start at 3 p.m., at the City-County Park.

Community Calendar

Thanksgiving is cele-
brated each fall and often 
serves as the entry point 
to the holiday season. 
Tradition plays a large 
role in Thanksgiving cel-
ebrations, as families in-
corporate many customs 
into their celebrations 
that some believe were 
once tied to the earliest 
Thanksgiving meals. But 
the truth about those 
customs is a lot murkier 
than celebrants may re-
alize.

According to the 
Smithsonian National 
Museum of the Amer-
ican Indian, the “First 
Thanksgiving” features 
a romanticized depiction 
of a friendly harvest cel-
ebration between “Pil-
grims” and “Indians.” 
This altered account of 
what took place in the 
seventeenth century 
served as a foundational 
story that’s been rein-
forced through the years. 
However, American Indi-
ans attest that the story 
is more complex than the 
prevailing narrative sug-
gests. Here’s a look at 
some of the inaccuracies 
that have been revealed 
regarding the “First 
Thanksgiving.”

–––
MYTH: The First 

Thanksgiving was the 
昀rst time that settlers 
and Native nations inter-
acted.

TRUTH: The Wampa-
noag and neighboring 
nations had been inter-
acting with European 
explorers, traders and 
others for nearly 100 
years prior to the En-
glish setters’ arrival at 
the Wampanoag village 
of Patuxet in 1620.

–––
MYTH: The American 

Indians’ decision to as-
sist the English settlers 
was based on friendship.

TRUTH: In reality, 
the Wampanoags’ deci-

sion to help the English 
was more about forming 
political alliances than 
making friends. The 
Wampanoag were hoping 
to fend off attacks from 
rivals.

–––
MYTH: The First 

Thanksgiving was re-
peated each year.

TRUTH: This initial 
meeting of peoples did 
not spark an annual 
tradition. There is no re-
cord of Pilgrims inviting 
the Wampanoag people 
to the harvest meal. The 
Wampanoag men like-
ly came because they 
heard gun昀re from a 
hunt and investigated. 
And the feast wasn’t re-
peated. Historians note 
the relationship between 
the Wampanoag and Pil-
grims ultimately deteri-
orated, culminating in 
King Philip’s War.

–––
MYTH: The 1621 gath-

ering was the 昀rst Amer-
ican Thanksgiving.

FACT: Thanksgivings 
actually were religious 
events that took place 
before the 1621 gather-
ing. History News Net-
work says that Texans 
claim the 昀rst Thanks-
giving in America actu-
ally occurred in a com-
munity near El Paso in 
1598. Spanish explorer 
Juan de Onate was said 
to have held a Thanks-
giving festival after lead-
ing hundreds of settlers 
on a 350-mile excursion 
across the Mexican des-
ert.

–––
MYTH: Turkey was on 

the menu for the harvest 
meal shared.

FACT: The meal like-
ly consisted of venison, 
wild fowl and other lo-
cally available foods, like 
cranberries.

–––
MYTH: Pilgrims 

dressed in black with 

buckles and black stee-
ple hats.

FACT: Historian 
James W. Baker explains 
that these Pilgrim de-
pictions were formed in 
the nineteenth century 
when black and buckles 
helped create  an emblem 
of quaintness. In fact, 
the early Pilgrims did not 
dress in such garb, and 
wore colorful clothing 
throughout much of the 
week, reserving black for 
Sunday services.

Inaccuracies abound 
regarding the 昀rst 
Thanksgiving. Prevail-
ing accounts present a 
romanticized view of re-
lations between Pilgrims 
and the Wampanoag 
people that has persisted 
through the years. Shed-
ding light on myths can 
spur new discussions 
about this beloved holi-
day.

Setting Thanksgiving history straight
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Looking for a home 
Iris is a 7-year-old Boston terrier mix available 
through the Mary Hall Ruddiman Animal Shelter. 
She was born with one eye and has seizures, but 
that doesn’t slow her down. She’s energetic, fun 
and loves going for walks and playing with other 
dogs. She also doesn’t mind cats. Iris would be a 
perfect addition to an active family. She currently 
spends her days at the shelter with staff and volun-
teers, but she would love nothing more than to be 
in a warm, cozy home this winter. For more infor-
mation about Iris, call the Mary Hall Ruddiman Ani-
mal Shelter. 

Healthcare Providers in Training 
Students from Crittenden, Livingston and Marshall counties are gaining hands-on 
experience in healthcare through a co-op program at Livingston Hospital. The sen-
iors work after school as Patient Care Technicians, earning both hourly wages and 
educational credits. Chief Nursing Officer Chris Love said most participants will 
move on to college after graduation, though some may stay on through summer. 
The students rotate through departments to explore different career paths within 
healthcare. Pictured are (front from left) Mollie Blazina, Gavin Grimes, Maddie 
Reaves, (back) Paris Foster, Madison Walker, Ella Geary, Daniela Perez and Hunter 
Kirk. Students not pictured: McKayla Fugera and Kobey Yates. 

MARION POLICE activity report 
  Data below provided by Marion Police Department compare police activity for the month of 
October 2025 to the same month in 2024. The chart also includes the previous month’s totals, 
year-to-date police activity totals and last year’s monthly average. 
 
                                                       OCTOBER      September        October                2024       2024 MONTHLY  
CATEGORY                                  2025         2025            2024           YR TOTALS       AVERAGE  

Miles driven/patrolled                                                             
Criminal investigations                                                          
Domestics                                                                               
Felony Arrests                                                                         
Misdemeanor arrests                                                             
Non-criminal arrests                                                               
DUI arrests                                                                              
Criminal summons served                                                       
Traffic citations                                                                        
Other citations 
Traffic warnings                                                                      
Parking tickets                                                                        
Traffic accidents                                                                      
Security checks/alarms                                                          
Calls for service 

3,599 
13 
11 
4 

15 
8 
0 
1 

13 
31 
1 
0 
5 

69 
210

2,413 
12 
5 
6 
8 
9 
0 
6 

16 
24 
4 
0 
7 

61 
222 

3,532 
11 
9 
2 

12 
18 
0 
0 

20 
25 
2 
0 
6 

68 
225

1,962.1 
12.5 
7.3 
4.0 
6.8 
9.3 
0.2 
4.3 

17.7 
23.8 
4.6 
0.1 
5.8 

60.0 
214.8

23,545 
150 
88 
48 
81 
112 
2 

51 
212 
285 
55 
1 

69 
720 

2,578

MPD 270.965.3500 
Police Chief 
Bobby West 

 
On Facebook 
Marion Police 
Department 
Marion-KY

If you own woodland, 
you already know it’s 
more than just trees – 
it’s a living, breathing 
ecosystem full of poten-
tial. Whether your goals 
include timber produc-
tion, wildlife habitat, 
recreation, or conserva-
tion, a Forest Manage-
ment Plan is your most 
effective tool for bringing 
your vision to life. 

Think of a Forest 
Management Plan as a 
roadmap. It outlines 
your long-term goals for 
your land and lays out 
the steps to achieve 
them. It helps you un-
derstand what resources 
you have, what your 
land is capable of pro-
ducing and how to man-
age it sustainably. From 
hunting and hiking to 
timber harvesting and 
habitat restoration, your 
plan can be tailored to 
fit your unique objec-
tives.  

Creating a plan isn’t a 
one-time event – it’s a 
process. Here are 10 key 
steps to developing and 
implementing a wood-
land management plan: 

•Identify goals and ob-
jectives. What do you 
want from your wood-
land? 

•Conduct an inven-
tory. Assess tree 
species, soil, water, and 
forest health. 

•Revisit objectives. Ad-
just based on what your 
land can realistically 
support. 

•Record area details. 
Map and document con-
ditions by stand. 

•Designate manage-
ment areas. Divide your 
land into zones based on 
use. 

•Select practices and 
schedule activities. 
Choose actions like 
thinning or planting. 

•Implement practices. 

Put your 
plan into 
action. 

•Keep 
records 
and eval-
uate. 
Track 
progress 
and forest 
response. 

•Refine 
as 
needed. 
Update 
your plan based on re-
sults and changing 
goals. 

•Enjoy Your Wood-
land! Spend time in it to 
better understand how 
it responds. 

If developing a plan 
seems daunting, the 
good news is that you 
don’t have to do it alone. 
In fact, a professional 
forester or natural re-
source manager is the 
best resource available 
to you to help you artic-
ulate your goals, assess 
your land’s potential, 
and design a realistic, 
achievable plan. They’ll 
also help you navigate 
challenges like invasive 
species, disease and ac-
cess issues. 

Costs may vary signifi-
cantly depending on the 
size of your woodland 
and the complexity of 
your goals. Hiring a con-
sulting forester to de-
velop a plan may be 
beneficial, as it affords 
you, the landowner, 
some flexibility and en-
sures that someone vis-
its your property in a 
timely manner. How-
ever, many state agen-
cies, such as the 
Kentucky Division of 
Forestry, offer this serv-
ice to landowners at no 
cost to them. One poten-
tial downside is that you 
may have to wait for a 
forester to become avail-

able to assist you in 
managing your wood-
lands.  

Regardless of whom 
you work with, when it 
comes to implementing 
your plan, many state 
and federal programs 
offer financial assistance 
– and some even require 
a written plan to qualify. 
In Kentucky, for exam-
ple, the Forest Steward-
ship Program offers 
technical and financial 
support to landowners 
who commit to sustain-
able management. 

A Forest Management 
Plan isn’t just a docu-
ment – it’s a commit-
ment to your land’s 
future. Whether you’re 
managing 10 acres or 
1,000, taking the time to 
plan today will pay off 
for decades to come. 

Contact Crittenden 
County Extension Office 
at 270-965-5236 for 
more information. 
Source: Jacob Muller, 
assistant professor and 
extension forestry spe-
cialist 

Educational programs 
of the Cooperative Ex-
tension Service serve all 
people regardless of eco-
nomic or social status 
and will not discrimi-
nate on the basis of 
race, color, ethnic ori-
gin, national origin, 
creed, religion, political 
belief, sex, sexual orien-
tation, gender identity, 
gender expressions, 
pregnancy, marital sta-
tus, genetic information, 
age, veteran status, or 
physical or mental dis-
ability.    

 
Dee Brasher Heimgart-

ner, Crittenden County 
Extension Agent for Agri-
culture & Natural Re-
sources, 1534 U.S Hwy 
60 E. Marion, KY 42064. 
Office: 270-965-5236, 

Recognized for 
the Crittenden 
County Schools 
value excellence 
are November stu-
dents of the month 
with Superintend-
ent Tonya Driver 
(from left) fourth 
grader Sadie 
Gobin, CCHS stu-
dent Alivia Caudill, 
kindergartner 
Delta Day and 
CCMS student 
Chris Walton. 

STAFF REPORT 
A draft proposal rank-

ing $34 million in facili-
ties improvement needs 
across all Crittenden 
County School District 
property was approved 
by the Crittenden County 
Board of Education Nov. 
13. For the past several 
months, community and 
school officials have 
worked to update build-
ing and grounds needs 
outlined in the district fa-
cilities plan; however, 
board members say local 
buildings are in good 
condition.  

The addition to Critten-
den County Middle 
School, which is virtually 
complete, was of highest 
priority on the district’s 
previous facilities plan. 

Replacement of all 
roofs have been made as 
a result of a 2023 hail 
storm; and HVAC units 
and safety systems have 
been upgraded thanks, 
in part, to the ongoing 
energy savings contract. 

As a result of the struc-
tural well-being of build-
ings, Tim Grau, the 
board’s representative on 
the facilities planning 
committee, said improve-
ments to athletic facili-
ties are now among top 
priorities. 

Board members have, 
for the past 10 years, 
voiced an interest in in-
corporating a softball 

field and competition 
track at the high school 
campus. Currently the 
board of education rents 
property at Marion City-
County Park for those fa-
cilities. Work to improve 
drainage at the football 
field is also a priority. 

In her report to the 
board Nov. 13, Superin-
tendent Tonya Driver 
said as a result of repairs 
to the roof at Crittenden 
County Elementary, in-
stallation of solar panels 
is forthcoming. Solar 
panels on each of the dis-
trict’s buildings is part of 
the General Energy Sav-
ings Contract (GESC) 
with Ascendant Facility 
Partners. 

The facilities plan will 
be finalized during a 
public meeting at 5:30 
p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 16.  

During remarks to the 
board Nov. 13, Driver 
highlighted the following: 

•A meeting with local 
law enforcement and first 
responders as held last 
week at Rocket Arena to 
discuss a reunification 
plan in the event that 
students are removed 
from one of the school 
campuses due to an 
emergency.  

•A new traffic pattern 
utilizing the new circle 

drive on the western end 
of the CCMS addition will 
be announced to parents 
in December and put into 
effect after Christmas 
break. 

Board approval was 
given to the following 
during the board’s No-
vember meeting: 

•Memorandum of 
agreement for the second 
year of the Common-
wealth of Kentucky Com-
prehensive Literacy 
Grant totaling $213,000 
between Nov. 1, 2025 
and Sept. 30, 26. Year 
one of the grant allowed 
the district to purchase 
reading/language arts 
materials.  

•The recently devel-
oped “Rocket Way” Por-
trait of a Learner for 
Crittenden County stu-
dents, including six com-
petencies and indicators 
for students at all grade 
levels.  

•Revised annual re-
quirements of the Essen-
tial Workplace Ethics 
Certification awarded to 
Crittenden County stu-
dents after receiving 
input from site-based 
councils at each school 
which worked to develop 
plans for students at all 
grade levels.

EMS 
Continued from page 1 
else.” 

Duke noted that the county has been 
a good partner and said his company’s 
relationship with Judge Newcom and 
the fiscal court is excellent. He also 
said the local manager Bobby Woolsey 
and the crew here do a great job. The 
Crittenden County crew consists of be-
tween 15 and 20 full-time EMTs and 
paramedics. ComCare also operates in 
Ohio and Todd counties in Kentucky, 
but seldom uses crew members from 
another area to fill roles in Crittenden 
County. ComCare had operated in 
Caldwell County until last year. 

Expenses have risen greatly over the 
past few years, Duke said, particularly 
since the pandemic. 

“Post-COVID, the labor market has 
changed,” he said. “We have to pay 
more to keep qualified staff.” 

He said EMTs earn between $40,000 
to $50,000 and paramedics are 
$65,000 to $80,000.  

ComCare has recently been urging 
the county to improve its fleet of ambu-
lances, most of which are aging. 

“Once a truck gets over 300,000 
miles, maintenance goes up,” Duke 
said. “It’s the county’s fleet, we just 
maintain it.” 

Newcom said after the meeting earlier 
this month that the provider averages 
about 1,097 runs per year, which is 
roughly 110 per month. Yet, only about 
two per day are reimbursed by insur-
ance. Most are Medicare or Medicaid. 
Medicaid pays only $65 per trip, re-

gardless of distance, the judge said. 
About 50 calls per month are low- or 
non-paying.  

Duke confirmed those figures and 
said also that a growing challenge in-
volves the increasing number of “lift as-
sists” – calls for individuals who have 
fallen but are not injured. 

“In the past, family, friends or neigh-
bors would help,” Duke said. “That’s 
not unique to Crittenden, it happens 
everywhere. People just relay on 911 
now. There’s no payer for that service, 
so we basically do it as a courtesy.” 

The court’s request for proposals in-
cludes three staffing models, each re-
quiring countywide ALS coverage. 
Bidders must be Kentucky-certified 
paramedic providers and must supply 
a written operational plan. Proposals 
are due by 8:30 a.m., Thursday and 
will be opened during the court’s regu-
lar meeting. 

The timing is financially challenging 
for the county. The court did not 
budget for an increase this fiscal year, 
and earlier this spring opted not to 
form a taxing ambulance district, 
which could have levied up to 10 cents 
per $100 valuation to support the serv-
ice. The county currently supplements 
ComCare with $382,000 annually, yet 
the provider reportedly ended its last 
fiscal year more than $100,000 in the 
red. 

Duke said he’s “comfortable and con-
fident” that ComCare’s bid will be “the 
best service and the best price.” 

If not, Crittenden County will have a 
different EMS provider starting in 
2026. 

Dee Brasher
HEIMGARTNER
AGRICULTURE AGENT

CRITTENDEN COUNTY
UK EXTENSION 

What you need to know 
about your forested land 

 CRITTENDEN BOARD OF ED

School’s facility plan switches 
direction with CCMS complete

CITY 
Continued from page 1 

appears that, based on 
contemporary news re-
ports, two others were 
elected and began serv-
ing at age 18. Singleton’s 
term runs through Dec. 
of next year. 

Singleton and another 
Marion resident, Jeremy 

Dempsey, were nomi-
nated for the post. 

Ledford had served for 
almost six years as city 
administrator until his 
resignation in 2022. He 
was succeeded by Diane 
F o r d - B e n n i n g f i e l d , 
whose tenure ended a 
few weeks ago. 

In other business, the 
council approved allocat-

ing up to $100,000 for a 
fire truck. About a dozen 
firemen attended the 
meeting and testified 
about the need to replace 
aging fire engines. A new 
fire truck can cost almost 
$1 million. Firemen told 
the council they are 
shopping for a high-qual-
ity model about 20 years 
old or so. 



The holiday season is packed 
with music, cheer and commu-
nity spirit as many events cele-
brate local talent and holiday 
joy. 

Here is a sampling of what 
Marion and Crittenden County 
have to offer this season: 

•Lighted Salem Christmas Pa-
rade will be Friday, Nov. 29 at 5 
p.m. This year’s theme is Win-
ter Wonderland. Entry is free, 
and floats will be judged on 
creativity, workmanship, time 
involved and lighting. First-, 
second- and third-place tro-
phies will be awarded in civic, 
business and church cate-
gories, along with a $100 
grand prize. Floats must arrive 
at Salem Christian Life Center 
by 3:30 p.m., for judging. 
Judging ends at 4:30 p.m., and 
float entries must be submitted 
by Wednesday, Nov. 26 at 4:30 
p.m. No Santas are allowed on 
floats, as one will be provided 
by Salem Fire & Rescue. Call 
Salem City Hall at 270-988-
2600 to enter. 

•Dec. 1, 5:30 p.m. , Merry & 
Thrifty (Lions Club Building) 
sponsored by the Extension 
Service: Learn budget-friendly 
gift ideas and get a few wrap-
ping tips along the way. 

•Dec. 4, 6 p.m., the CCHS 
Band Concert will have its holi-
day concert at Fohs Hall. Kick 
off the season with festive 
music from the Crittenden 
County High School Band of 
Pride, featuring classic carols 
and holiday favorites. 

•Providence will host two days 
of Christmas festivities on the 
first weekend of December, 
separating its traditional holi-
day events into back-to-back 

celebrations. 
•Providence Christmas Com-

munity Event will be Friday, 
Dec. 5 from 4 to 8 p.m., at the 
Providence Community Center. 
Families can enjoy free activi-
ties, rides, treats and other 
seasonal attractions. The Provi-
dence Lighted Christmas Pa-
rade will follow on Saturday, 
Dec. 6. Lineup begins at 4 p.m., 
and the parade starts at 5. 
Registration is available online. 

•Dec. 6, 10 a.m., will be A 
Charlie Brown Christmas Liter-
acy Event at Fohs Hall. Enjoy 
story time, crafts and photos 
with Santa as families celebrate 
reading and the timeless mes-
sage of Charlie Brown’s Christ-
mas. This event is sponsored 
by Community Arts Foundation. 

•Dec. 6, 10 a.m., is the 
Christmas in Kuttawa event. 
Experience the thrill of ice 
skating at Christmas in Kut-
tawa. The event is free and in-
cludes ice skating, train rides, 
mule rides, a Grinch slide, a 
30-foot igloo with crafts, a 
giant snow globe and free 
Wendy’s chili, snacks, coffee 
and hot chocolate. Hosted by 
the City of Kuttawa and the 
Lake Barkley Chamber of Com-
merce. 

•Dec. 6 is the annual Marion 
Christmas Parade in downtown 
Marion, beginning at 5 p.m. 
Registration to particpate is 
free with forms available at In-
tegrity Insurance on East Bel-
lville Street in Marion where 
Denise Byarley and her staff are 
coordinating entries. Partici-
pants may register floats, 
trucks or other entries and 
provide information for parade 
announcements. 

•Extension will have on Dec. 8 
at 5:30 p.m., a DIY Evergreen 
Wreath event at St. William 
Parish Hall on South Main Street 
in Marion. Make and take home 
your own evergreen wreath. All 
materials provided; participants 
are encouraged to bring gloves. 

•In Eddyville on Dec. 12, at 6 
p.m., will be the annual Christ-
mas Parade. Eddyville’s holiday 
celebration will feature floats, 
golf carts, games and festive 
entertainment as part of the 
city’s Christmas in the Park. To 
register call 270-388-2226. 

•Community Arts Foundation 
will have at 7 p.m., on Dec. 13 
and at 2:30 p.m., on Dec. 14 an 
event titled Lessons and Carols 
at Fohs Hall. Experience the 
beauty of the season through 
scripture and song, blending 
choral and instrumental music 
with readings that reflect the 
true meaning of Christmas. 

•Cookie Craze hosted by Crit-
tenden County Extension will 
be at the Lions Club Building at 
5:30 p.m., on Dec. 15. Deco-
rate cookies and learn holiday 
baking tips. There will be an 
optional cookie exchange, too. 
Bring two dozen cookies and 
recipes if you’d like to partici-
pate. 

•Crider Performing Arts Stu-
dios will present at 6 p.m., on 
Dec. 16 an Holiday Recital at 
Fohs Hall. Come celebrate 
young performers as students 
from Crider Performing Arts 
Studio take the stage in a joyful 
showcase of talent and creativ-
ity. 

 
Have an event to promote?  

Text info to 270-965-3191. 
 

KY DOW leaders are 
touring here Friday 

Kentucky Division of Water of-
ficials will be in Marion Friday 
for a daylong review of local 
water infrastructure. Director 
Sara Marshall and her staff are 
expected to arrive about 10 
a.m., and will begin with in-
spections at Lake George, Old 
City Lake and the city’s water 
plant.  

A working lunch alongside 
local leaders is planned for 
11:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Office Complex, where 
Ben Webster of Schnabel Engi-
neering will give a brief update 
on the Lake George dam 
restoration project. Engineers 
working on the Crittenden-Liv-
ingston Water District (CLWD) 
expansion and line upgrade to 
Marion will also be present. 

Following the lunch session, 
the delegation will travel to the 
CLWD plant in Pinckneyville for 
a tour of facilities and recent 
improvements. 

State and federal agencies 
have already spent or pledged 
more than $23 million towards 
solving the area’s water crises, 
but more funding will be 
needed as Crittenden-Liv-
ingston Water District works to 
expand in order to meet needs 
of its customers, and eventually 
provide the City of Marion with 
its drinking water. 

 

Hayride hauls in 
biggest payload 

More than $11,400 was raised 
for the Crittenden County Food 
Bank during this fall’s edition 
of The Old Kentucky Hayride, 
marking the show’s biggest 
fundraiser yet. Organizers re-
ported $11,427 in donations 
and said more than 600 seats 
were sold for the one-night 
event. 

Cutter Singleton served as 
master of ceremonies and ex-
ecutive producer, leading a 
house band that included Bren-

nan Cruce, Cash Singleton, 
Kevin Rutherford, Matt Lyerla, 
Grant Carter, Malcom Kirby and 
Connor Murray. Volunteers 
helping behind the scenes in-
cluded Shelley Singleton, Caden 
DeBoe, Kent Wilcox, David 
Collins, Gary and Cindy Cruce, 
and Andy Hunt. 

This year’s show featured 
Floyd the Barber, portrayed by 
Allan Newsome of Huntsville, 
Ala., along with performances 
by Lacie Duncan, Logan Shue-
craft, Andrew Sharp, Bryce Bo-
hannon, David Conyer, Seth 
Lewis, Darby Asher, Lizzy Beth 
and Scarlett Bock. 

Sponsors from $50 to $1,000 
helped make up a large portion 
of the fundraising. A full list 
can be found on the Hayride’s 
official Facebook page. 

Organizers called the night “a 
tremendous blessing” for the 
community and said the 
Hayride will return in the 
spring. 

 

Seniors pick Suggs  
Teacher of the Year 

Crittenden 
County High 
School seniors 
have voted his-
tory teacher 
Howard Suggs as 
Teacher of the 
Year. It isn’t the 
first time he has 
been chosen as class favorite. 
The honor is a longstanding 
tradition at Crittenden County 
High School. Suggs has been a 
teacher in the school system 
for 23 years. 

 

Bridges out until 
middle of December 

Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet officials say two Critten-
den County roads will remain 
closed a few more weeks. 

KY 387, also known as Dam 
50 Road, is closed at mile point 
0.77 for construction of a new 
Crooked Creek Bridge. The 
shutdown cuts off access to KY 
91 for most residents along a 
three-mile stretch of KY 387. 
The work is expected to be fin-
ished in mid- to late December, 
weather permitting. 

KY 2123 in the Glendale area 
is closed at mile point 1.63 for a 
bridge replacement at Caney 
Fork between KY 297 and KY 
1668. The project is projected to 
wrap up by mid-December, also 
dependent on weather. 

 

County offices 
set holiday hours 

In observance of the Thanks-
giving Holiday the offices of 
Crittenden County Office Com-
plex, Crittenden County Road 
Department, Marion Conven-
ience Center, and Crittenden 
County Animal Shelter will be 
closed Thursday, Nov. 27 
through Nov. 30.  Normal 
hours will resume on Monday, 
Dec. 1. 

 

City appoints 3 
to local boards 

Marion City Council on Mon-
day re-appointed Casey Win-
stead and Paul Belt to Marion 
Code Enforcement Board, and 
named Keith Todd to the Marion 
Tourism and Recreation Com-
mission. 

 

Whooping Cough here 
Crittenden County School 

District reported Monday that 
the local health department has 
confirmed a case of pertussis, 
commonly known as whooping 
cough, in the district. 

The illness is a highly conta-
gious bacterial infection that 
often begins with cold-like 
symptoms and can develop into 
severe coughing spells. It can be 
especially dangerous for infants, 
young children and people with 
weakened immune systems. 

The district shared informa-
tion from the health department 
outlining symptoms, treatment 
and prevention measures. Fam-
ilies with questions are encour-
aged to contact their healthcare 
provider or the Crittenden 
County Health Department at 
270-965-5215. 

 
Between Printed Editions  

Tune in to The Press Online 
for breaking news.  

We also ask that you subscribe to  
our YouTube Channel.  
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50 YEARS AGO 
November 12, 1975 
n Capt. Berry E. Gilbert was appointed the new company 
commander of Company A, 1st Battalion, 123rd Armor. 
The change took effect Nov. 1. The company participated 
in a field exercise called “Orbiting Eagle V” at Fort Camp-
bell alongside the 101st Airborne Division. This was the 
first time the battalion had joined the Screaming Eagles for 
this type of exercise. 
n Marion Junior Girl Scout Troops 273 and 221 attended 
the Junior Jubilee at Camp Bear Creek. The Junior Jubilee 
was a council-wide Girl Scout activity where the Juniors 
learned outdoor skills. The girls learned procedures for 
setting up tents, first aid, fire building, archery, knots and 
lashing. Attending adults were Carole Cox, Rose Hill, 
Rosemary Baker, Lena Driskell, Susie Brown and Cathy 
Creason. 
n The Crittenden County Middle School basketball season 
began with victories over Sacramento. The seventh-
graders, led by Ellis Simmons with 12 points, won 41-22. 
The eighth-grade team won 39-33, with Mike Belt scoring 
18 points. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
November 23, 2000 
n American Legion Post 111 hosted its annual Christmas 
dinner at the Marion Country Club with retired U.S. Air 
Force Maj. Gen. Richard L. Frymire as guest speaker. 
Frymire, who served as Adjutant General of Kentucky, also 
had a distinguished career in the Marine Corps and the 
Kentucky General Assembly. 
n Habitat for Humanity in Crittenden County held its third 
annual meeting, recognizing special contributors. Buddy 
Hix presented a gold bracelet to Tami Martin, who occu-
pied the first Habitat home with her sons. Karen Heady, 
volunteer of the year, received a plaque from Lois Hicks, 
and Buddy Hicks also presented a plaque to St. William 
Catholic Church’s religious studies department. 
n The Lady Rocket basketball team had no problem beat-
ing Ballard Memorial in a preseason scrimmage, winning 
60-42. Senior center Kayla Bebout dominated in the low 
post, scoring 18 points and grabbing nine rebounds. 
 

10 YEARS AGO 
November 19, 2000 
n The Crittenden County Middle School Speech Team 
brought home several trophies and medals at the Cal-
loway County Invitational Speech Tournament in Murray. 
Cole Swinford, Kyron Hicks, Sammy Greenwell, Samantha 
Tinsley, Raina West, Emma Herrin and Ashley Dunkerson 
all placed in the tournament. Dunkerson also earned sec-
ond in broadcast announcing, and the team qualified to 
advance to the University of Kentucky in March for the 
state tournament. 
n The Rockets football team lost to Bethlehem in a re-
gional quarterfinal, with Bethlehem’s strong running game 
proving too much for Crittenden. Despite a touchdown by 
Dylan Hollis and a kickoff return by Alex Cosby, the Rock-
ets struggled against Bethlehem’s rushing attack. Quarter-
back Nick Castiller, although facing a tough night, reached 
a milestone by moving into second place in all-time pass-
ing yards. 
n At the start of deer season, many hunters were success-
ful in harvesting bucks. Among them were Tate Robinson 
and Rhett Parrish, both with eight-pointers, Case Gobin 
with an 11-pointer, and Madison Champion with her first 
buck. 
  

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 

From the Press Archives – 25 Years Ago 
Twenty-five years ago, local scouts gathered at Cave-In-Rock 
State Park for a special Arrow of Light ceremony. Steven James 
and Michael Brasher were recognized for earning the presti-
gious award and officially joining Boy Scout Troop 30. Scout 
leader Brent Roberts and senior patrol leader Cody Herrin led 
the ceremony, with fellow scouts Wesley Hughes and Jamie 
Pyle also taking part in the milestone moment. 
 

Holiday events, parades, 
musicals, Christmas crafts 

here and around the area

Community News & Events



Fluorspar production nosedives

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Here is a really interest-
ing and informative article 
about the devastating time 
for Crittenden  County 
when our 昀uorspar indus-
try was being shut down 
on account of the lack of 
tariffs on foreign 昀uorspar.  
It appeared in The Cou-
rier-Journal, Louisville, 
Sunday Dec. 18, 1955.

–––
Marion, Ky.  Mention the 

word tariff, and most peo-
ple in these parts immedi-
ately feel a sharp ache in 
the pocketbook. They in-
sist, that during the past 
two years, tariff – or the 
lack thereof – has knocked 
the economic props out 
from under what once was 
a prosperous 昀ve-county 
West Kentucky-Southern 
Illinois region centering on 
this town.

Residents say this has 
been done by the Federal 
Government’s reduction of 
tariffs to the point where 
cheaper foreign imports 
have all but pushed this 
region’s main industrial 
commodity off the market.

The commodity is 昀uor-
spar. It is moderately hard 
transparent or translucent 
mineral essential to the 
manufacture of hundreds 
of items, ranging from 
steel to synthetics and 
from high-octane gasoline 
to the atomic bomb.

The region spreading 
out from Marion, three 
Kentucky and two Illinois 
counties, historically has 
been the nation’s lead-
ing producer of 昀uorspar.  
Over the years, the min-
ing, milling and distribu-
tion of the mineral, which 
is used as a 昀ux, has pro-
vided practically the whole 
economic stimulus in the 
昀ve counties. It has pro-
vided the only mass em-
ployment.

–––
Imports Blamed

At the moment, produc-
ers say, the 昀uorspar in-
dustry in this region is in 
worse shape than during 
the depression days of the 
1930s. The reason, they 
contend, is low-tariff im-
ported 昀uorspar.

 In 1937, they 
point out, the tariff on 
ceramic (medium) grade 
昀uorspar was 
$8.40 a long 
ton; and the 
duty on the oth-
er two grades 
was $5.60 a ton. 
That year, for-
eign 昀uorspar 
represented less 
than 13 percent 
of the total con-
sumed in the 
United States.

In 1943, when 
World War II cut 
the nation off 
from foreign 
production, only 
about one half of 
1 per cent of the 
昀uorspar then 
used was im-
ported; and that despite a 
reduction in tariff to $4.20 
a long ton as of Jan. 1, 
1939.

But as a result of the 
General Agreement on Tar-
iffs and Trades reached at 
Geneva on June 6, 1951, 
the duty was cut in half, 
to $2.10 a long ton. There 
followed a veritable 昀ood 
of imported 昀uorspar into 
this country from Mexico, 
Spain, Germany, Italy and 
elsewhere.

As a result, operators 
here say, by now, nearly 
50% of the mineral used 
in the United States comes 
from abroad.

Employment during 
that time in the Ken-
tucky-Illinois 昀uorspar 
昀eld has shrunk from 
nearly 2,500 three years 
ago to fewer than 700 at 
present. From some 75 
separate mine operations 
in the two states in 1952, 
the total has fallen to 10. 
The picture is darker in 
Kentucky than in Illinois.

–––
Mines and Mills Close
Three years ago, there 

were 29 active mine or 
mill operations employ-
ing 1,158 persons in the 
three Kentucky counties, 
Crittenden, Livingston 
and Caldwell. Now there 
are only three operations 
going even part-time, with 
about 50 workers.

Relief rolls re昀ect the 
drying-up of jobs in an 
area where other employ-
ment is almost nonexis-
tent.  Nearly one tenth of 
the 7,000 people of Hardin 
County, Ill., that state’s 

leading 昀uorspar produc-
er are on direct relief.  In 
March of this year, 768 of 
the 10,000 persons living 
in Crittenden County, of 

which Marion 
is the seat, were 
on relief.

The few oper-
ations still going 
are large con-
cerns that have 
resorted to what 
operators term 
drastic steps. 
They report they 
are mining their 
best-grade de-
posits just to 
keep a small 
hand in the 
market and to 
keep their mines 
open and work 
forces partially 
organized.

–––
Just Spinning Wheels
“We’re just spinning our 

wheels, pro昀t wise,” said 
Gill Montgomery, general 
manager of Minerva Oil 
Company’s 昀uorspar di-
vision, one of the leading 
Illinois producers. “We’re 
high-grading the spar we 
mine; and we’ve cut pric-
es to where we’re lucky to 
break even just to keep 
going.”

We can’t afford to shut 
down and we can’t afford 
to keep going, declared a 
spokesman for Ozark-Ma-
honing Company of Rosi-
clare, Ill., the largest pro-
ducer in this 昀eld.

What in the opinion of 
the operators, lies ahead?

They say that unless 
they get relief in the form 
of a higher tariff on im-
ports, thus enabling them 
to compete again for the 
market, the few remaining 
active mines will close. Ex-
ploration for new reserves 
will be discontinued, and 
the nation will become en-
tirely dependent on foreign 
production, they predict.

Delegations of produc-
ers from this 昀eld have 
made repeated visits to 
Washington during the 
last two years in an ef-
fort to get help. They have 
received the support of 
Kentucky Senators Bark-
ley and Clements, Illinois 
Senator Dirksen and Ken-
tucky Congressman Greg-
ory.

Several hearings have 
been held.  The latest was 
in October before the U. S. 
Tariff Commission.

Generally speaking, the 

operators propose a with-
drawal by the President 
of the 1951 Geneva tariff 
concessions, which would 
mean restoration of the 
$5.60 a ton statutory tar-
iff, as contrasted to the 
$2.10-a-ton rate now in 
effect.

Opposing the Ken-
tucky-Illinois operators is 
the Fluorspar Importers 
and Producers Institute. 
This group claims the 
plight of domestic pro-
ducers stems from insuf-
昀cient reserves and from 
exhausted mines, and not 
from imports. 

In rebuttal, domes-
tic producers say there 
are proved reserves of 
7,500,000 tons of 昀uor-
spar in Illinois, 5,050,000 
tons in Kentucky, and 
8,750,000 in the eight 
Western states where 
mines have been opened 
in the last few years.

And that, producers 
add, is in explored areas 
only. They estimate that 
only 20% of the deposits in 
this 昀eld have been pros-
pected.

Both sides have 昀led 
briefs with the Tariff Com-
mission, which will make 
a report to the President 
by Dec. 31. The President 
then has 50 days in which 
to act on the report. He 
has the power to raise tar-
iffs to the statutory limit, 
or impose import quotas – 
or do both.

–––
Producers in

10 States Ask Action on 
Fluorspar

Washington.  Fluorspar 
producers in 10 states 
wish the United States 
Tariff Commission would 
hurry up its 昀ndings on 
昀uorspar imports which 
they say are killing them.

They contend that if 
something isn’t done, 
there will be no substan-
tial domestic 昀uorspar in-
dustry left in another year 
or two. Most 昀uorspar 
deposits are found along 
the Ohio river in western 
Kentucky and southern 
Illinois. Others are located 
in Arizona, Colorado, Ida-
ho, Montana, New Mexi-
co, Texas and Utah. The 
foreign 昀uorspar comes 
largely from Mexico, Can-
ada, Spain and Germany.  

The United Mine Work-
ers, District 50, has pro-
tested that while the av-
erage wage for 昀uorspar 
miners here is $13 for an 

eight-hour day, the aver-
age foreign wage is only 
$1.65 a day.

The producers didn’t 
like a $400,000 loan giv-
en by the Export-Import 
Bank to Spain to build a 
昀uorspar mill.

And they’re unhappy 
because the Department 
of Agriculture last spring 
bartered some United 
States wheat for 昀uorspar 
from Mexico, Italy and 
Sardinia.

What the American 昀u-
orspar producers want is 
to limit imports to 25% 
of domestic consump-
tion, exclusive of govern-
ment-stockpile purchases.

Two thirds of the mines 
in all states are closed and 
are deteriorating as a re-
sult of water seepage.  The 
producers say it would 
take two years to restore 
them to full production – 
and the time might come 
when we couldn’t afford 
two years. 

–––
Memories from home
I remember this scary 

time in our past history, 
the closing of the 昀uorspar 
mines also hit my family 
hard. The 昀uorspar busi-
ness had been my Dad’s 
life work for many years.  
Some rough years lay 
ahead for many families 
and not good changes for 
our county.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).
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This chart from The Marion Reporter offers a striking snapshot of local mining in 1954, 
showing employment levels before and after the mines closed. It’s a sobering reminder 
of the impact the shutdowns had on families across our county.
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I love waterfalls. The 
beauty and power is of-
ten best observed at a 
distance. If you have ever 
trekked under 
one you know 
that its charac-
ter can change 
from beautiful 
to frightening 
quickly. Butter-
昀ies are beauti-
ful. The closer 
one gets the 
more beautiful 
and amazing 
they appear. 
S o m e t i m e s 
beauty depends 
upon distance.

We are beings 
that seek and 
long for beauty. 
We like to rest 
in it – wheth-
er it is sensed 
through sight, sound, 
taste, touch, or smell. 
When we are struck by 
beauty, our bodies react 
physically. In some cas-
es, we attempt to shut 
off one of our senses to 

experience the moment. 
Ever close your eyes lis-
tening to music or tasting 
an exceptional dish? Ever 

stopped talking 
so that your 
eyes could take 
in a sight?

Beauty is all 
around us and 
it comes at us 
from all direc-
tions. It comes 
from things 
God has cre-
ated. It comes 
from what hu-
mans have 
made. It comes 
in the form of 
relationships – 
human touch 
or just the 
right words at 
the right time. 
We see it as 

the seasons change and 
grow into their fullness. 
There is always beauty to 
be found in the resilience 
of people who have every 
reason to give up. Beauty 
in mercy and forgiveness. 

Beauty in people help-
ing each other through 
disasters natural and 
manmade. Hospitality 
is beautiful. Encourage-
ment is beautiful.

One of the reasons that 
I like local news is that 
there is usually a portion 
dedicated to something 
beautiful happening in 
the area. We like “human 
interest” stories during 
the Olympics or other big 
sporting events. Yep – I 
can 昀nd beauty at a wa-
terfall or watching Col-
lege Game Day on Sat-
urday morning. The 昀rst 
two verses of one of the 
great praise hymns of all 
time begins with, “For the 
beauty of the earth,” and 
“For the beauty of each 
hour.” We are absolutely 
swimming in beauty. It is 
inescapable.

Why then, are so many 
of us so miserable? Why 
are so many of us focused 
on such ugliness? First, I 
think that if we lifted up 
our eyes – literally – from 

those isolation devic-
es we carry around with 
us, we might be able to 
see that things are not 
as bad as some would 
have us believe. Second, 
I think that those things 
that we might rightly fear 
can cause us to lose our 
balance. Fear is the en-
emy of things beautiful. 
(Think about the atti-
tude many have toward 
spiders or snakes.) Fear 
leads to overreaction and 
diminishes our ability to 
see or create beauty for 
others. Fear will produce 
strife when it is not nec-
essary. Fear can make an 
enemy of someone before 
we have a chance to see 
the beauty in their lives. 
I also believe that focus-
ing on beauty and feeding 
that part of us helps us 
overcome much of what 
we may fear.

There is an example 
of some people missing 
a beautiful act because 
they were focused on the 
wrong thing at an import-

ant time in Jesus’ min-
istry. A couple of days 
before the last Passover 
of Jesus’ earthly life, a 
woman did something 
incredible, “And while 
he was at Bethany in 
the house of Simon the 
leper, as he sat at table, 
a woman came with an 
alabaster 昀ask of oint-
ment of pure nard, very 
costly, and she broke the 
昀ask and poured it over 
his head. But there were 
some who said to them-
selves indignantly, “Why 
was the ointment thus 
wasted? For this oint-
ment might have been 
sold for more than three 
hundred denarii, and giv-
en to the poor.” And they 
reproached her. But Je-
sus said, “Let her alone; 
why do you trouble her? 
She has done a beautiful 
thing to me. For you al-
ways have the poor with 
you, and whenever you 
will, you can do good to 
them; but you will not 
always have me. (Mark 

14:3-7, RSV)
Isaiah pointed to an-

other beautiful action 
that Paul would recall 
in Romans 10:13, “How 
beautiful upon the moun-
tains are the feet of him 
who brings good tidings, 
who publishes peace, 
who brings good tidings 
of good, who publishes 
salvation, who says to 
Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
(Isaiah 52:7)

We all have the poten-
tial to be beautiful and 
bring beauty into the 
lives of others. Be gener-
ous with encouragement 
without 昀attery. Be good 
news when people see 
you coming – even in dif-
昀cult circumstances. Be 
creative without concern 
about what others think. 
Look for beauty and you 
will 昀nd it.  

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Learning to see what God has given

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone 
is welcome to take items or place them in the box for others 
to enjoy.

n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., Tuesday and Saturday at 209 Highland St., Salem.

n  The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in 
Fredonia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The 
Clothes Closet is operated from 1-3 p.m. each Thursday. 
The Clothes Closet will be closed in case of rain.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open 
from 4-5:30 p.m., third Wednesday of each month in Cole-
man Hall of the church.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

Religious Outreach

With God’s help, we can change our foul language
Question:  I come to faith 

in Christ from a rough and 
sordid background. My fa-
ther and brother cuss like 
drunken sailors. I grew up 
talking like them, but that’s 
not what I want to sound like. 
I know God can help with me 
with that, but how can that 
actually come to pass?

Answer: Having godly 
speech is important. Most 
of the in昀uence we have 
on other people related to 
our faith is due to our char-
acter expressed though our 

words.
First, language change 

starts with knowing Jesus. 
One gets to know Him in-
timately by reading the Bi-
ble and by talking to Him in 
prayer. As you get to know 
Him, you will learn of His 
goodness. Soon, you’ll begin 
to imitate His personal traits 

rather than the language of 
your father and brothers.

Secondly, ask God to 
give you self-control over 
your language. He will give 
you all the power you need 
to transform your words 
into edifying ones. “His di-
vine power has given us 
everything we need for 
life and godliness through 
our knowledge of him who 
called us by his own glory 
and goodness” (2 Pet. 1:3). 

Third, make every effort 
to change your questionable 

speech. “For this very rea-
son, make every effort to add 
to your faith goodness...god-
liness” (1 Pet. 1:5). To grow 
spiritually, one must balance 
his reliance on God’s power 
for self-control with one’s dil-
igent effort to transform his 
speech. Aim for progress, 
not perfection. Just as a wall 
is built one brick at a time 
change in one’s speech is 
changed one sentence at a 
time. Best wishes!

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com



for sale
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to 
post a classi昀ed ad.

for rent
3 bedroom 2 bath mobile 
home, $600 rent, $600 
deposit, in town;2 bed-
room 1 bath mobile home, 
$600 rent, $600 depos-
it.270-704-3234. Possibly 
lease to own. (TFC)

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, side-
walks, driveways, room 
additions, rock driveways, 
clean ditches. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, Joe 
Mattingly Concrete Con-
struction. (12t-52-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more 
information, contact the 
classi昀ed department at 
(270) 965-3191 or email us 
at advertising@the-press.
com.

legal notice
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of 
Crittenden County District 
Court Marion, KY do certify 
that the following has 昀led 
notice of Final Settlement:
Emma Brown/Ethel Stroud 
of 712 E. Delaware St., 
Evansville, IN 47711/1100 
Erie Ave #100, Evansville, 
IN 47715 exector/executrix 
of Roxie Gayle Haire-Bin-
kley, deceased, whose 
address was 305 Pine St., 
Marion, KY 42064.
The foregoing settlement 
is to be heard at the reg-
ular session of Crittenden 
District Court on Decem-
ber 17, 2025 at 8:30 a.m. 
All persons having excep-

tions to said settlements 
are to 昀le same at once. 
Melissa Guill, Clerk
Crittenden District Court 
(1t-46-c)

statewide
BATHROOM REMODEL

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable pric-
es - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Se-
nior & Military Discounts 
available. Call: 1-833-770-
0957
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. (Of-
fer ends 12/31/25.) Call 
1-866-837-5986
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539

BUSINESS SPACE
FOR RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space 
for rent: Second 昀oor with 
four large of昀ce areas, re-
stroom. Of昀ce desks fur-
nished. Located ½ mile 
from I-64 Lawrenceburg 
exit 53A. Electric, water, 
gas, utilities and inter-
net included. $2,200 per 
month.  Call Bonnie How-
ard, Kentucky Press Asso-
ciation, 502-223-8821.

BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or 
junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. 
Sell your car to Peddle. 
Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. 
Fast payment. Call 1-844-
440-0399

BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 
Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite 
live TV, sports and local 
channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium 
Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Pack-
age or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-888-340-6138
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, 
call now for a free quote 
and see how much you 
can save! 1-877-548-7494
Get DISH Satellite TV + 
Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Directv 
and get your 昀rst three 
months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimit-
ed Talk, Text and Data For 
Just $25/mo! The Power 
Of 3 5G Networks, One 
Low Price! Call Today and 
Get The Latest iPhone Ev-
ery Year On Us! 855-841-
2894
Consumer Cellular - the 

same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk and 
text, starting at just $20/
month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP

In昀ation is at 40 year 
highs. Interest rates are 
way up. Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. 
Do you have $10k or more 
in debt? Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF and 昀nd out 
how to pay off your debt for 
signi昀cantly less than what 
you owe! FREE quote: Call 
1-844-262-5602
Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $15,000 in debt 
we help you be debt free in 
as little as 24-48 months. 
Pay nothing to enroll. Call 
Now: 1-877-857-0268

DONATIONS
(VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Sched-
ule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Veteran 
Car Donations at 1-833-
984-2146 today!
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans 昀nd work or start 
their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-833-485-3141.
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a gen-
erous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-877-581-3053 
today!

FOOD SERVICE

When you want the best, 

you want Omaha Steaks! 
100% guaranteed and de-
livered to your door! Our 
Butcher’s Deluxe Package 
comes with 8 FREE Oma-
ha Steaks Smash Burgers 
ONLY $89.99.  Call 1-888-
256-0067  and mention 
code 79797FDK or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/
Deluxe2696

HEALTH

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-982-0374
Attention: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! A cheap-
er alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special 
- Only $99! 100% guaran-
teed. CALL NOW: 1-877-
690-2326
HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFil-
ter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-866-329-2415 
to schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obligation 
estimate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Plus, Military 
& Seniors get an additional 
10% off. Limited time only. 
Restrictions apply, see 
representative for warranty 
and offer details.
SunSetter. America’s 
Number One Awning! In-
stant shade at the touch of 
a button. Transform your 
deck or patio into an out-
door oasis. Up to 10-year 
limited warranty. Call now 
and SAVE $350 today! 
1-866-348-8793
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaran-

teed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer up to 50% 
off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-888-306-0302

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-688-8576 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-900-
7392 www.dental50plus.
com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the 
switch.  Call 1-833-974-
4780

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, 

Stromberg. And Gibson
Mandolins / Banjos. These
brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-7011

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take
less than 60 SECONDS.
Don’t wait! Protect your
family, your home, your
assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-
5407

WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MEN’S SPORT
WATCHES. Rolex, Bre-
itling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Dayto-
na, GMT, Submariner
and Speedmaster. These
brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author`s
Guide 1-855-209-2951
or visit dorranceinfo.com/
Kentucky
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Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $7 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County senior re-

ceiver Caden Howard has been 
named the 2025 Class 2A Dis-
trict 1 Player of the Year by the 
Kentucky Football Coaches As-
sociation, becoming the ninth 
Rocket to earn a district player 
of the year award. However, he is 
the first from Crittenden County 
to win the honor since the team 
moved from Class A to Class 2A. 

Howard follows a list of no-
table past Rocket recipients that 
includes two who later earned 
honorable mention all-state hon-
ors from the Louisville Courier-
Journal – Nathan Heady in 2001 
and T.K. Guess in 2005. Quar-
terback Hunter Boone remains 
the only Crittenden County 
player to win the district award 
twice. 

Howard’s award comes in a 

season where he climbed to the 
top of nearly every receiving cat-
egory in program history. He fin-
ished the regular season ranked 
first statewide in Class 2A in re-
ceiving yards per game and sec-
ond in touchdown receptions, 
while also ranking third in both 
receptions and total receiving 
yards. 

He finished the season with 
1,065 receiving yards, the sec-
ond-highest single-season total 
in school history behind Ethan 
Dossett’s 1,273 yards in 2017. 
Howard now owns three of the 
top five receiving seasons ever 
recorded at Crittenden County. 

In career production, Howard 
stands as the school’s all-time 
leader in receiving yards (2,895), 
receptions (208) and touchdown 
catches (45). His marks place 
him on several KHSAA career 

lists, including No. 11 all-time in 
touchdown receptions and tied 
for No. 12 in receptions, though 
those statewide records have not 
been updated since 2021. 

Howard’s 45 career touchdown 
catches are 20 more than the 
previous school record, and his 
208 career receptions make him 
the only Rocket to surpass 200. 

SOFTBALL 

Federico commits to State 

   Crittenden County two-sport athlete 
Andrea Federico has made a verbal 
commitment to play softball at Dyers-
burg State Community College in west 
Tennessee. She plays softball and 
basketball at CCHS.  
 
FOOTBALL 

Thompson 4A PoY 

   Paducah Tilghman’s Avery Thomp-
son was last week named Player of 
the Year in the Class 4A First District. 
Thompson, a sophomore, led Tilgh-
man in receiving this season. He is the 
son of Tilghman coach Sean Thomp-
son and a native of Crittenden County. 
 

BASKETBALL 

Middle school results 

  Here is scoring from recent Critten-
den County Middle School games. 

7th Grade Boys 
Crittenden 51, Trigg 29 

Polk 12, Taylor 6, Palmer 6, Merrill 2, 
Moss 22, Boone 3. 

8th Grade Boys 
Crittenden 35, Trigg 25 

Myers 15, Sherer 1, Moss 11, Adam-
son 3, Brown 3, Maraman 2 
Crittenden 46, Dawson Springs 16 

Myers 16, Sherer 2, Adamson 2, Moss 
8, Brown 8, Martin 2, Merrill 3, Taylor 
2, Polk 3 

8th Grade Girls 
Crittenden 38, Dawson 34 

Louden 6, M. Penn 11, Nelson 13, 
Hearell 2, Mattingly 3, Binkley 3 

Crittenden 34, Union 18 
Louden 2, M. Penn 9, Nelson 12, 
Hearell 2, Mattingly 5, Poindexter 4. 
 

RA Big Scrimmage Day 
   Rocket Arena will host a multi-team 
high school basketball scrimmage Sat-
urday with the boys entertaining teams 
from a Paducah homeschool league 
(PATCH), Caldwell County, Hickman 
County and Fulton City. The girls’ pre-
season action will include teams from 
Caldwell County, Allen County-
Scottsville (ACS) and Paducah Tilgh-
man. Boys play will be two 16-minute 
halves and girls’ action will be varsity 
and JV in each scheduled hour of 
competition and include 15-minute 
varsity halves. Games during all ses-
sions will be played at Rocket Arena 
and the middle school gym, which is 
designated by an asterisk below. 

GIRLS SCHEDULE 
Crittenden vs Caldwell, 10am 
ACS vs Tilghman, 10am* 
Crittenden vs Tilghman, 11am 
Caldwell vs ACS, 11am* 
Crittenden vs ACS, noon 
Caldwell vs Tilghman, noon* 

BOYS SCHEDULE 
Rockets vs PATCH, 1pm 
Fulton vs Caldwell, 1pm* 
Caldwell vs Hickman, 1:45pm 
Rockets vs Fulton, 1:45pm* 
Hickman vs PATCH, 2:30pm 
Rockets vs Caldwell, 2:30pm* 
Rockets vs Hickman, 3:15pm 
PATCH vs Fulton, 3:15pm* 
 

Meet the Rockets event 
   Meet the Rockets, the annual kickoff 
event for high school boys’ and girls’ 
basketball teams will be starting at 6 
p.m., on Saturday, Nov. 22 at Rocket 
Arena and will include the traditional 
live dessert auction. Admission is free. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

  Here are so me of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Coyote night, no lights    July 1 - Nov 30 
Deer archery                   Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Turkey archery                Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Deer crossbow          Sept 20 - Jan 19 
Raccoon                           Oct 1 - Feb 28 
Deer gun                               Nov 8-23 
Turkey crossbow             Nov 8 - Dec 31 
Bobcat trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Squirrel                          Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Quail                              Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Rabbit        Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Raccoon trapping          Nov 10 - Feb 28  
Woodcock                     Nov 10 - Dec 10 
Coyote trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Bobcat                           Nov 15 - Feb 28 
Youth waterfowl                           Nov 22 
Duck                             Nov 27 - Nov 30 
Canada goose               Nov 27 - Feb 15 
Snow Ross goose         Nov 27 - Feb 15 
White-fronted goose      Nov 27 - Feb 15  
Dove                               Nov 27 - Dec 7 
Coyote night, lights      Dec 1 - March 31 
Turkey shotgun               Dec 6 - Dec 12 
Duck                                Dec 7 - Jan 31  
Deer muzzleloader              Dec 13-21 

Dove                              Dec 20 - Jan 11 
Deer Free Youth                  Dec 27-28 
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Playoff Hopes Snapped 
Rockets are eliminated from 
postseason again at O’Cath 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Very subtly, this fall’s Rocket football 
team crept onto the sports pages with 
little fanfare, then out-punched the ex-
pectations of even the bluest of Critten-
den County faithful. It was a unit that 
rewrote history on multiple pages, gath-
ering momentum as Friday nights 
cooled and winning six straight down 
the stretch until they met their demise 
at a place where hopes have gone to die 
multiple times before. 

Despite a lopsided 50-14 loss to the 
No. 1 Class 2A Owensboro Catholic Aces 
on Friday at Steele Stadium, these 
Rockets won the hearts of their followers 
for their tenacity and an indelible will 
that surfaced when odds were against 
them. The odds couldn’t have been 
stacked any higher as they faced a giant 
of a team once again in the postseason 
at a place where the Rockets have seen 
the season end six times over the past 
13 years, this time in the second round 
of the playoffs. 

The Aces carving up the Rocket de-
fense wasn’t status quo. Going into the 
regional semifinal, CCHS had proven its 
stiffness, allowing the fewest points per 
game since rejoining Class 2A in 2023. 
The Rockets’ eight wins are the most 
during seasons in that classification. 
Their comebacks rocked the stadium 
seats and rewrote program standards. 
No Crittenden County team in history 
had rallied back like this one — and the 
record book revisions stand as testi-
mony to its fearless faith and unwilling-
ness to throw in the towel. 

Individually, the stealthy, stunning 
display of athleticism and record-break-
ing career of senior receiver Caden 
Howard was just as subtle as the victo-
ries he helped stack. In the end, he was 
rewarded with the 2026 Class 2A First 
District Player of the Year honor. The of-
fensive triggerman, senior quarterback 
Quinn Summers, rose through the sta-
tistical ranks and settled among the five 
best ever in numbers – and among the 
top two in efficiency. Defensively, senior 
linebacker Brayden Poindexter rounded 
out a trio of history-makers. His tackle 
totals put him among the very best Crit-
tenden County has ever produced, rank-

ing in the top 10 in virtually every de-
fensive category. 

The list of superlatives among this 
12th-grade class could go to describe 
the versatility of running back Trae Tay-
lor, the reliability of receiver Dokota 
Sosh and the brute toughness of trench-
man Braydin Brandsasse, one of the 
finest linemen in school history. It could 
speak to the personal comeback of Gary 
Hall and the steady presence of Jay 
Stevenson, Keegan Pierson and Michael 
Counts. 

But this story doesn’t stop there. Be-
hind those seniors stood a chorus of un-
derclassmen, a patient, pulsing rhythm 
section that kept the season in tune and 
now stands ready to score the next 
movement in 2026. Yet just as early 
skeptics turned a nose at this year’s 
record-setting Rockets, the coming class 
will likely need to overcome the same. 

So as coach Gaige Courtney’s fifth 
season comes to a close, the critics will 
swallow a tablespoon of their pride as 
this year’s squad demands a status 
commensurate with its on-the-field suc-
cess and will go down in the annals of 
Rocket football as one its best. 

 
SCORE BY QUARTERS 
Crittenden County    0      7      0    7 
Owensboro Cath     22    21     7    0 
SCORING PLAYS 
OC-Hudson Ebelhar 50 pass from Dremail Carothers 
(Andrew Garvin kick) 11:08, 1st 
OC-Safety 
OC-Jude Evans 14 run (kick good) 
OC-Xavier Maddox 14 pass from Carothers (kick 
failed) 7:29, 1st 
OC-Nick Sims 1 run (kick good) 11:20, 2ndd 

OC-Luke Thomas 11 pass from Carothers (kick 
good) 10:17, 2nd 
OC-Cam Woodward 5 pass from Carothers (kick 
good) 3:44, 2nd 
CC-Caden Howard 3 pass from Quinn Summers 
(Mitchell Brown kick) 0:00, 2nd 
OC-Thomas 21 pass from Carothers (kick good) 
1:19, 3rd 
CC-Howard 15 pass from Summers (Brown kick) 
6;55, 4th 
TEAM TOTALS 
First Downs: CCHS 8, OCHS 11 
Penalties: CCHS 7-58, OCHS 7-70 
Rushing: CCHS 6-28, OCHS 20-135 
Passing: CCHS 12-31-2, 168; OCHS 19-27-0, 252 
Total Yards: CCHS 196, OCHS 387 
Fumbles/Lost: CCHS 0-0, OCHS 1-1 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing 
CCHS: Summers 4-22, Trae Taylor 2-6. OCHS: 
Carter James 1-21, Shaiden Mitchell 4-15, Miles 
Edge 6-87, Evans 1-14, Cam Woodward 1-5, Peyton 
Morris 3-(-26), Carothers 4-19. 
Passing 
CCHS: Summers12-29-1, 168; Howard 0-1-0; Eli 
Lovell 0-1-1. OCHS: Carothers 18-26-0, 242; Morris 
1-1-0, 10. 
Receiving 
CCHS: Howard 6-78, Taylor 3-20, Brayden Poindex-
ter 1-5, Davis Perryman 2-65. OCHS: Thomas 5-94, 
Maddox 4-37, Ebelhar 2-68, Edge 2-8, Woodward 4-
35, Josh James 1-10. 
Defense 
Brandsasse solo; M.Counts solo, assist, TFL; Hall 2 
solos, 2 assists; Howard 4 solos, assist; Pierson solo, 
fumble recovery; B.Poindexter 5 solos, 2 assists, 
sack; D.Sosh 4 solos, assist; Summers solo, sack, 
caused fumble; Taylor 7 solos, TFL; Byford solo; 
Musser 2 solos, assist, 2 sacks; Perryman assist; 
Brown assist; Lovell assist; Bumpus 3 solos, assist. 
Players of the Game: Offense Caden Howard, Spe-
cial Teams Eli Lovell, Defense Trae Taylor, Lineman 
Aiden Musser.  
Records: CCHS 8-4, OCHS 11-1

Senior QB Quinn Summers is consoled 
by a teammate after the game.

Senior Gary Hall (60) tracks down an 
Owensboro Catholic ballcarrier.

Roll Call of Rocket 
Players of the Year 

2001 Nathan Heady, DL          

2005 T.K. Guess, WR/DB 

2008 J.D. Gray, QB/S 

2016 Devon Nesbitt, RB/DB 

2017 Hunter Boone, QB 

2018 Hunter Boone, QB 

2020 Caden McCalister, LB/RB 

2022 Micah Newcom, QB

STAFF REPORT 
A couple of former Critten-

den County football players 
wrapped up their seasons on 
Kentucky’s growing sprint foot-
ball scene this fall. 

Sprint football, which fea-
tures a 178-pound weight limit 
for all players on the field, has 
historic roots and is played na-
tionwide. Midway University 
and Bellarmine University both 
compete in the Midwest Sprint 
Football League, which 
launched in 2022. 

Midway senior Zechariah 
McGahan, a health sciences 
major, completed his fourth 
season on the Eagles’ offensive 
line. McGahan, who will grad-
uate in the spring and plans to 
enter the ministry, has been a 
four-year starter at tackle and 

was selected as a team captain 
this season. Midway finished 
5-3, marking the first winning 
record in the program’s his-
tory. 

“It’s been a blessing to grow 
with my teammates and coach-
ing staff the past four years,” 
McGahan said. “I would rec-
ommend Midway to anyone 
that loves a small-town feel 
and a tight-knit community.” 

McGahan’s plans are to go 
into ministry, following in the 
footsteps of his late father, 
Troy McGahan, who was a 
radio personality at WMJL and 
minister in Marion.  

At Bellarmine, freshman 
Brayden Mahnke pushed 
through an early setback in his 
inaugural college season. 
Mahnke, a criminal justice 

major listed as a running back 
and kicker, suffered a knee in-
jury after a scrimmage against 
Army at West Point, and 
missed four weeks. 

“Basically I cracked the car-
tilage in my kneecap and 
ended up missing four weeks 
because of it,” Mahnke said. “I 
came back after our bye week 
and played after our starter 
went down then started the 
week after that at slot re-
ceiver.” 

Mahnke saw action in Bel-
larmine’s final two games, 
recording two catches for 12 
yards, one rush for 2 yards 
and a solo tackle. Bellarmine 
finished 3-5. Mahnke said he 
plans to return next season 
and is currently in offseason 
workouts. 

At Midway | Bellarmine 
Former Rockets complete sprint seasons 

Brayden Mahnke

Zech McGahan

Senior’s remarkable career 
reflected in receiving records 

Howard is Player of Year in First District



BY PHILIP SHARP 
Certified Wildlife Biologist 

This is a simple but very com-
plex question going around. The 
Kentucky modern firearm deer 
season brings outdoorsmen and 
outdoorswomen from far and wide 
to our great state known for hos-
pitality and phenomenal deer-
hunting opportunities. So, back to 
the simple question: Where have 
all the deer gone? 

Here is my honest and profes-
sional opinion on that question – 
it’s complicated – but I will try to 
shed some light on the subject. 

First and foremost, EHD (Epi-
zootic Hemorrhagic Disease), com-
monly known to most as blue 
tongue, took a devastating toll on 
deer populations in certain coun-
ties. Within any individual county, 
we saw huge variances in occur-
rence and mortality from the dis-
ease, which is spread by a midge 
fly. If your area saw significant 
mortality rates from EHD, it likely 
took out a disproportionate num-
ber of 2½- and 3½-year-old bucks 
compared to does, leaving your 
area with a gap within the buck 
age class. This will alter deer rut 
and movement behavior. With 
fewer mature bucks in the age 
class and higher-than-normal doe-
to-buck ratios, territorial displays 
are minimized, leaving fewer 
scrapes, rubs and what we all 
hunt for – the chase. 

Many are asking about CWD, or 
Chronic Wasting Disease. Has this 
affected Kentucky’s population? 
My answer to that is no – not yet. 
Although CWD has been detected 
within the wild cervid population 
in more than one county in the 
state and close to our borders 
within surrounding states, the 
prevalence of the disease is not 
high enough at this point to make 
any difference. Please note the key 
words “not yet” and “at this point.” 
Make no mistake – this 100 per-
cent fatal disease can and will 
alter our deer herd of the future. 
That’s why we must all do our part 
to follow Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife rules and recom-
mendations as they pertain to 
minimizing unnecessary risk of 
disease transportation. If we all 
use common sense and do our 
best to fight the spread, we will all 
be better for it – especially our 
children and grandchildren, who 
we hope will spend their hard-
earned money and even harder-
earned time in the woods for some 
much-deserved peace and quiet. 

Now let’s talk about date and 
weather. This is the earliest mod-
ern firearm season can open, al-

ways the second Saturday in No-
vember, and this year that date 
was early. Most hunters were in 
the woods at least a week earlier 
than in past years. Our weather 
has been at least two weeks be-
hind the entire year. My son 
Tucker showed me a picture from 
his deer stand on Nov. 3, 2023, 
versus Nov. 3, 2025. In 2023, it 
looked like the dead of winter with 
not a single leaf on a tree; this 
year, many of the trees, especially 
white oaks, were still fully leaved 
and green. Acorn drop from white 
oaks was overall late this year – 
typically dropping heavy by the 
first week of October – but white 
oaks are still dropping acorns well 
into the season. The moon has 
been bright at night, the wind has 
blown seemingly every day, and 
the temperature has swung from 
highs to lows. All these factors 
keep deer in their beds during 
daylight hours and allow them to 
move at night when winds are 
calm, temps are cooler and no one 
is bothering them. 

Anyone can go online and re-
search harvest data for individual 
or all counties within the state. 
Overall, numbers this fall are lag-
ging behind typical averages for 
this time of year. Hunters across 
much of western Kentucky are re-
porting lower harvest totals than 
normal, and activity in the woods 
appears to be slower than in past 
opening weeks. While the season 
is far from over, early indicators 
suggest that this year’s modern 
firearm harvest will likely finish 
below the usual November totals. 

Looking at the brighter side, I 
believe the best hunting opportu-
nity is yet to come. If your area has 

seen significant deer mortality due 
to EHD, the future may be bright 
for producing record-book poten-
tial in the near future. Now, you 
probably think I’ve lost my mind, 
but think about this: We all know 
all Zone 1 counties in the state 
have too many deer per square 
mile, however you want to quantify 
it. Simply put, we have too many 
deer, and that’s bad for overall 
herd health, including antler de-
velopment and spread of disease 
such as EHD. As the herd re-
bounds, you will have a two- to 
three-year window of opportunity 
for antler development before over-
all numbers again reach un-
healthy levels. Opportunity exists 
after EHD to continue harvesting 
does and keep the population bal-
anced in sex ratios and within the 
surrounding ecosystem. 

We, as stewards of the land, 
should take note of the changes 
we’ve all seen and do our part to 
make the future as bright as pos-
sible. We can accomplish this by 
doing more than simply planting a 
food plot or putting out a deer 
feeder. Research options such as 
HuntPro or utilizing a thermal 
drone for gathering deer density, 
antlered vs. antlerless ratios, and 
fawn recruitment data for your 
property. Knowledge is power – 
and if you have no idea what I’m 
talking about, we can help. 

Please feel free to reach out to us 
at Superior Whitetail Habitats for 
more information on how to 
gather, interpret and utilize data 
for long-term deer management. 
Good luck hunting, and if you 
need thermal drone services to 
help locate your animal, we are 
ready to help. 
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Perry 
Newcom (R) 
107 S. Main St. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.5251 (o) 
270.704.0457 (c) 
 

Dave 
Belt (R) 
308 Chandler Farm Rd. 
Sturgis, KY 42459 
270.704.0199 (c) 
 

Matt 
Grimes (R) 
301 State Route 297 
Marion, Ky. 42064 
270.704.9832 (c) 
 

Robert 
Kirby (R) 
1698 Chapel Hill Road 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.889.1504 (c) 
 

Chad 
Thomas (D) 
701 Hebron Church Rd. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.9727 (h) 
270.339.4949 (c) 

Travis 
Perryman (R) 
1700 Jackson School Road 
Fredonia KY 42411 
270.969.1168 (c) 
 

Scott 
Belt (R) 
397 Fishtrap Road 
Marion KY 42064 
270.704.0366 (c) 

Crittenden County Fiscal Court Fiscal Court meets in regular session at the courthouse at 8:30 a.m., on the third Thursday of each month
Judge-executive District 1 Magistrate District 2 Magistrate District 3 Magistrate District 4 Magistrate District 6 MagistrateDistrict 5 Magistrate

E L E C T E D  C O U N T Y  J U D G E - E X E C U T I V E  |  M A G I S T R A T E S

Perry.newcom@crittendencountyky.org Dave.Belt@crittendencountyky.org matt.grimes@crittendencountyky.org Robert.kirby@crittendencounty.org Chad.Thomas@crittendencountyky.org Travis.perryman@crittendencountyky.org Scott.belt@crittendencountyky.org

Reciprocal 
Fishing | Hunting 

KY renews 
deal with 
border states 

 
Kentucky anglers and wa-

terfowl hunters can once 
again use their resident li-
censes on certain waters 
shared with neighboring 
states, after new reciprocal 
agreements took effect Oct. 
16 following adjournment of 
the Interim Joint Committee 
on Natural Resources and 
Energy. 

The Kentucky Department 
of Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources finalized the agree-
ments with several 
bordering states to allow 
each state’s residents to fish 
or waterfowl hunt desig-
nated border waters using a 
license from their home 
state.  

“We’re blessed here in the 
Commonwealth – and across 
our neighboring states – 
with so many great places to 
get out and enjoy the out-
doors,” Commissioner Rich 
Storm said. “We’re extremely 
proud of these new agree-
ments because they make it 
easier for our valued license 
holders and our neighbors to 
get out there and take ad-
vantage of all the opportuni-
ties our shared waters have 
to offer.” 

Reciprocal fishing waters 
include the Ohio and Missis-
sippi rivers, Kentucky Lake, 
Dale Hollow Lake, the Big 
South Fork of the Cumber-
land River, and the Big 

Sandy and Tug Fork rivers. 
Reciprocal waterfowl hunt-
ing applies to the Big Sandy 
and Tug Fork along the West 
Virginia border and to the 
Ohio River along the Indiana 
and Ohio borders. The 
agreements cover main-stem 
waters only – embayments 
and tributaries remain sub-
ject to the licensing and reg-
ulations of the state in 
which they lie. 

Under the agreements, 
residents may fish or water-
fowl hunt these shared wa-
ters using their own state’s 
license and must follow the 
regulations and season 
dates of the state that issued 
their license while on the 
water. An important excep-
tion applies to bank access – 
anyone fishing or hunting 
from shore must follow the 
regulations of the state they 
are standing in. Anglers on 
the Mississippi River border-
ing Missouri should note 
that more restrictive rules 
may apply when licensed in 
one state and fishing in an-
other. 

For Kentucky Lake, the re-
ciprocal area runs from 
Eggner’s Ferry Bridge (U.S. 
68/80) south to the Gover-
nor Ned McWherter Bridge 
(U.S. 79/TN 76) and in-
cludes tributaries and em-

bayments within that 
stretch except the Blood 
River embayment in Ken-
tucky. On Dale Hollow, the 
reciprocal water is the Wolf 
River arm, including Illwill 
Creek from a line at its 
mouth where it meets the 
Obey River. On the Big 
South Fork, the reciprocal 
reach extends from the KY 
92 bridge at Yamacraw up-
stream to the Leatherwood 
Ford Bridge in Tennessee 
(TN 297). 

With Kentucky’s duck and 
goose seasons opening Nov. 
27, Storm said restoring the 
waterfowl agreements was a 
priority. Kentucky-licensed 
waterfowl hunters may hunt 
the main stem of the Ohio 
River bordering Indiana and 
Ohio and the Tug Fork and 
Big Sandy rivers bordering 
West Virginia, following Ken-
tucky’s seasons and regula-
tions unless hunting from 
the opposite bank, where 
that state’s rules apply. 

Kentucky law requires res-
ident hunters and anglers 
utilizing reciprocal waters to 
possess a Kentucky-issued 
license. For waters not cov-
ered by the agreements, par-
ticipants must follow the 
licensing and regulations of 
the state in which they are 
fishing or hunting. 

By Philip Sharp 
Superior Whitetail Habitat

PHOTO BY GREG PERRYMAN 

Crittenden County’s cheerleaders competed in the 
KHSAA Region 1 Cheer Competition on Nov. 8 at Pad-
ucah, placing seventh in the Gameday Division. Pic-
tured are seniors Gracie Orr, Amelia Johnson, Jillissa 
Taylor, Naizayah Bell and junior Lindsey Wyatt. On top 
is Wyatt, Orr is in front holding the sign and from left 
around the base are Johnson, Bell and Taylor. 
 

Grayson Pritchett harvested this 
heavy-antlered buck.

Brad Guess harvested this 8-point, 
170-pound buck.

DIGNITY 
Continued from page 1 

thing I never imagined I’d see here. 
It has become a sewer of insinua-
tions, derogatory remarks, half-
truths, often baseless attacks and 
character assassinations. Some of 
it is fueled by politics, some by 
rumor, some by plain old mean-
ness – but whatever its source, it’s 
poisoning the community we claim 
to love. Dirty Laundry is spread by 
Dirty Hands. 

This isn’t who we are. And deep 
down, every one of us knows it. 

As we enter a Christmas season 
built on hope, renewal and recon-
ciliation, perhaps it’s time to pause 
and pray that this behavior ceases 

on all fronts. Not just toned down 
– ceased. That we put away the 
sharp words, the snide comments, 
the late-night rants typed in anger. 
That we restore the dignity that 
every human being deserves, 
whether we agree with them or 
not. 

Marion is better than what we’ve 
seen over the past 12 months. It’s 
time we prove it. Stop the non-
sense – it will have a chilling effect 
on the desire of good people to 
serve your community. 

 
Chris Evans, a newspaperman since 1979, has 

been editor of The Press for more than 30 years and is 
the author of South of the Mouth of Sandy, a true story 
about crime along the Tennessee River. You can find it 
on Amazon or wherever books are sold. 

Where have all the deer gone?

Rifle Season Ends Sunday

Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet has sched-
uled two driver’s license 
pop-up renewal events in 
Crittenden County for 
2026. The mobile service 
will be at the Crittenden 
County Office Complex 
Feb. 10 and Aug. 4. 

Staff will set up at 8:30 
a.m., and begin taking 
appointments and walk-
ins at 9:30 a.m. They will 
break for lunch from 
noon to 1 p.m. The final 

appointment of the day is 
2:45 to 3 p.m. KYTC 
notes that walk-ins typi-
cally stop 30–60 minutes 
before closing, depending 
on the line. 

Reservations, which 
often fill quickly, can be 
made through the KYTC 
website under the Li-
censing Pop-Up Program 
by searching “Crittenden 
County.” Reservations 
generally open about one 
month before the event. 

Pop-Up Driver’s License 
events scheduled for 2026
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County 

Grand Jury indicted four 
individuals during its No-
vember session last 
week. 

A grand jury does not 
determine guilt or inno-
cence. Instead, it merely 
decides whether suffi-
cient evidence exists to 
continue felony prosecu-
tion of a case in circuit 
court. 

Indicted last Thursday 
were the following indi-
viduals. 

•Anthony Vick, 55, of 
an unknown address, 
was indicted on Class D 
felony charges of tamper-
ing with physical evi-
dence and first-degree 
possession of metham-
phetamine, plus a misde-
meanor charge of failure 
to notify the DOT of an 

address change. 
Court records allege 

that Vick tossed a glass 
meth pipe into the road-
way as the sheriff 
swerved to avoid running 
over him. Sheriff Evan 
Head reported that 
around 11:30 a.m., Fri-
day, Oct. 24, he encoun-
tered Vick walking in the 
middle of the highway on 
KY 297. Head’s report 
says he had to swerve his 
cruiser to avoid striking 
Vick as he topped a hill. 
When the sheriff stopped 
to check on him, Vick al-
legedly stepped to the 
side of the road and al-
legedly pulled a glass 
pipe from his pocket and 
threw it toward the sher-

iff’s cruiser. 
Head’s report said Vick 

then retrieved the pipe 
and threw it onto the 
pavement, breaking it. 
The sheriff reported find-
ing several small pieces 
that, based on his train-
ing, appeared to contain 
burned and unburned 
methamphetamine. The 
report indicates that Vick 
told the sheriff he had 
found the item in a ditch 
and believed it was a 
marijuana pipe. 

Vick’s operator’s li-
cense listed an address 
in Hampton, but he told 
authorities he did not 
currently live at that lo-
cation. He was also found 
to be wanted in Texas on 

a full-extradition war-
rant, according to the ar-
rest citation. 

•Michael Lee Cruzen, 
32, of Marion, was in-
dicted on six felony 
counts, including three 
counts of first-degree 
wanton endangerment 
and three counts of sec-
ond-degree unlawful im-
prisonment. The charges 
stem from an investiga-
tion that alleges Cruzen 
discharged a firearm in 
close proximity to a 
woman and her two 
teenage children. 

According to court 
records, Sheriff Head re-
sponded to a report of a 
domestic situation at a 
home on Crittenden 

Springs Road at about 3 
p.m. Friday, Oct. 3. 
Cruzen is accused of 
holding three victims in a 
garage against their will 
and firing a handgun 
that the sheriff reported 
struck the ground within 
five or six feet from an 
automobile in which two 
of the victims were sitting 
and in close proximity to 
the adult female. 

During his arraign-
ment last week in circuit 
court, Cruzen asked the 
court for a bond reduc-
tion from $10,000 cash 
to $1,000; however, the 
judge denied it and he re-
mains lodged in Critten-
den County Detention 
Center. 

•The grand jury also is-
sued two other sealed in-
dictments. 

STAFF REPORT 
Circuit Judge Daniel 

Heady has set a Jan. 29 
jury trial for Antony Y. 
Petrakis, 45, of Dawson 
Springs, who is charged 
in connection with an 
October 2024 burglary at 
a rural Crittenden 
County home. 

Petrakis is accused of 
breaking into a residence 
off KY 506 that belonged 
to the estate of man who 
had died not long before 
the alleged break-in. Ac-
cording to Crittenden 
County Sheriff’s Deputy 
James Duncan, the in-
truder caused significant 
damage while attempting 
to enter the house and 
took thousands of dollars 
in items, including sur-
veying equipment, a 
smartphone and a dis-

tinctive holiday wreath. 
Investigators tracked 

the stolen iPhone to an 
apartment complex in 
Dawson Springs. When 
officers arrived, they 
spotted the stolen wreath 
hanging on the door of 
apartment 14, where Pe-
trakis was found. 

Petrakis is charged 
with second-degree bur-
glary, theft, first-degree 
criminal mischief and 
possession of burglary 
tools. 

His alleged accomplice, 
Terri Henry, 45, of Daw-
son Springs, pleaded 
guilty in August to an 
amended charge of third-
degree burglary along 
with the original felony 

counts of theft by unlaw-
ful taking (under 
$10,000) and first-degree 
criminal mischief by 
complicity, plus a misde-
meanor charge of posses-
sion of burglary tools. 
She was sentenced to five 
years on each felony and 
365 days on the misde-
meanor, with the terms 
to run consecutively. 

The court agreed to 
probate her sentence for 
five years if she com-
pletes court-ordered pro-
grams, pays restitution 
and truthfully testifies 
against Petrakis. Henry 
was originally charged 
with second-degree bur-
glary. 

Duncan’s investigation 

found items from the 
home inside Henry’s 
apartment, and the deco-
rative wreath allegedly 
stolen during the break-
in was displayed promi-
nently.  

Petrakis is being held 
in a state prison facility 
on an unrelated case. 

•Additionally, a trial 
date of June 29, 2026 
was set for Payton Davis 
Riley, 24, of Marion, who 
is facing a Class C felony 
charge of second-degree 
assault. 

Crittenden County Middle School’s basketball homecoming court was crowned Thursday, Nov. 13. Pictured from left are Ava Morrison, Kora Belle Penn, Liam Shultz, Knox 
Champion, Kash Myers, Macandliss Chittenden, Danielle Farmer, Karlee Jent, Luke Stokes, Camden Lanham, (on steps from top) seventh grade princess and prince Kory 
Bloodworth and Cooper Rich, sixth grade duke and duchess Gannon Taylor and Tia Belt and eighth grade king and queen Gage Adamson and Emarie Cox, Callie Robison, 
Brier Brown, Kenzie Courtright, Brady Polk, Lydia Hearell, Conley Palmer, Mela Penn and Noah Moss. Flower and crown bearers are Camryn Berry and Bo Berry.

Alleged firearm discharge among indictments
 CRITTENDEN COUNTY GRAND JURY

CHAMBER 
Continued from page 1 

portance of family stability on helping 
our local economy,” Woodall said. “As I 
like to say with my job as Extension 
Agent for Family and Consumer Sci-
ence, building strong communities is 
imperative on having strong families.” 

Rogers will discuss how stability – or 
instability – within households can af-
fect local businesses, the workforce and 
the broader community. The luncheon 
will be from noon to about 1 p.m., and 
costs $15, which includes a build-your-
own pasta bar from Game Day Pizza 
and Wings, featuring Cajun pasta, 
marinara and Alfredo. 

“I think that in itself should pull 
some people in,” Woodall said. 

The event will be held in the upstairs 
conference room at Farmers Bank in 
downtown Marion. Attendees should 

enter through the main bank entrance. 
Bank staff and chamber volunteers will 
direct guests to the meeting room. Ed-
ward Jones and H&H Home and Hard-
ware are sponsoring the luncheon. 

Another community event the cham-
ber is organizing this holiday season is 
the annual Christmas parade. 

“The theme is possibly my favorite, 
because it’s A Charlie Brown Christ-
mas,” Woodall said.  

The parade will be Saturday, Dec. 6. 
Registration is free, and forms are 
available at Integrity Insurance where 
Denise Byarley and her staff are coor-
dinating entries. Participants can reg-
ister floats, trucks or other entries and 
provide information about their group 
for announcements during the parade. 

There will be a float contest with 
awards for businesses and organiza-
tions. 

 
 

Trials set for next year in circuit court
 CRITTENDEN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

DIGITAL | PRINT 
Marketing Products 

Banners | Flyers


